Whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live
WEDNESDAY JULY 29 (Jn 11,19-27)

The glorious resurrection on the last day is only in Christ, for Christ, with Christ. Those who have done good will receive this resurrection, and the good is only the obedience to the Father’s will. For those who instead gave themselves up to evil, the resurrection is of condemnation: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes in the one who sent me has eternal life and will not come to condemnation, but has passed from death to life. Amen, amen, I say to you, the hour is coming and is now here when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in himself, so also he gave to his Son the possession of life in himself. And he gave him power to exercise judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not be amazed at this, because the hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs will hear his voices and will come out, those who have done good deeds to the resurrection of life, but those who have done wicked deeds to the resurrection of condemnation.” (Jn 5,24-29). Today this truth announced by Jesus has been declared not to be true. The resurrection is of eternal glory for everyone.
Those who want to receive the glorious resurrection of the last day must rise today to a new life, that is possible only by listening to the Word of Jesus and believing in it. Is living the Word of Christ also whoever eats the flesh of Christ and drinks his blood: “Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst. But I told you that although you have seen [me], you do not believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who comes to me, because I came down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of the one who sent me. And this is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it [on] the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him [on] the last day.” (Jn 6,35-40). “I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died; this is the bread that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will have life because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever.” (Jn 6,48-58). We must note that even this intimate relationship with the Word of Jesus and with his body and his blood has been filed today by the mind of Jesus’ disciples. All of them cry out the non-need of Christ Jesus to have a new life. Indeed, it is said that there is no difference in life between a Christian and a non-Christian. Jesus is thus declared useless to salvation and his vain cross.
At that time, many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. [But] even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.” Martha said to him, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.”
In dialogue with Martha, Jesus reaffirms once again the truth of the glorious resurrection. It takes place in him, with him, for him. It takes place for those who live and believe in him. Who lives in Christ? Who lives in the Word of Christ? Who believes in Christ? To believe is the one who welcomes Christ’s flesh and blood as true food and true drink of eternal life. From his disciples Jesus is declared useless at the resurrection. There is only one diabolical conviction in the hearts: eternal life is for everyone. It is a gift of God’s mercy.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints free us from every lie and falsehood about Christ Jesus.
